
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 6, 2011 
Title:  “You shall call His name Jesus” 
Text:  Matthew 1:18-25 
Theme: Jesus is the fullest and final embodiment of all promises and pictures contained 

in The Story of God. 
 
Introduction:  

In the New Testament, we see the ultimate kinsman-redeemer in Jesus Christ, who 
redeemed us from sin by shedding his blood (1 Peter 1:18-19). In many respects, Boaz 
typifies Christ. Donald A. Leggett writes, "In the actions of Boaz as goel we see 
foreshadowed the saving work of Jesus Christ, his later descendant."  Dr. Leggett goes on 
to explain: "As Boaz had the right of redemption and yet clearly was under no obligation to 
intervene on Ruth’s behalf, so it is with Christ. As Boaz, seeing the plight of the poor 
widows, came to their rescue because his life was governed by Yahweh and his laws, so 
also of the Messiah it is prophesied that his life would be governed by the law of God and 
that he would deal justly and equitably with the poor and with those who were oppressed 
(Ps. 72:2, 4, 12, 13; Isa. 11:4)" (The Levirate and Goel Institutions in the Old Testament With Special Attention 

to the Book of Ruth,Mack Publishing Company, 1974, p. 298).   http://www.gci.org/bible/hist/ruth3 

 
The Book of Ruth gave us a snippet of the seed’s journey.  It marked where we were at that 
point in time.  Matthew picks up where Ruth left off.  Matthew then pinpoints the specific 
moment when the promise of Genesis 3:15 finds fulfillment.  Not only does it pinpoint the 
person but it invites us into the very specific elements surrounding the actual event.  It is 
intimate and personal. 
 
The seed’s journey is carefully laid out for the reader in the first seventeen verses.  It is with 
verses 18 and following we encounter the “scandal” of His birth.  Mary was engaged to be 
married to Joseph.  Yet prior to their actual wedding, she is found to be with child.  Joseph 
knew he was not the father and the idea of a virgin birth by means of the Holy Spirit as a 
means of explaining his/her predicament was not considered a viable option for Joseph. 
 
Although Joseph had Davidic blood coursing through his veins, he was in his own right a man 
of integrity and calm.  His deep love for Mary is notable in his desire not to disgrace her 
publicly.  In his time of great need and profound personal loss and dismay, he is visited by an 
angel of the Lord.  Both his willingness to deal with the matter privately and God’s mercy in 
sending an angel of the Lord to explain Mary’s condition are equally grace-filled acts. 
 
Although the angel explains to him how Mary came to be pregnant, it is still profound and 
unimaginable.  How does one explain a “virgin” birth?  Why would God involve Himself in 
the conceiving of a child?  Why would natural law be so severally circumvented? 
 
Yet the angel continues, “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.”  This alone is significant, but not entirely outside the scope of 
God’s intervention within the history of the nation.  This one who is to be called Jesus is also in 
fulfillment of promises spoken by prophets of old, “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH 
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CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” 
which translated means, “GOD WITH US.” 
 
As shadow, Ruth’s portrayal of the kinsman-redeemer takes significance from the substance 
and not the other way around.  The antitype or fulfillment infuses meaning to the type or 
shadow.  The kinsman-redeemer had to be . . .  
 

1. A blood relative. 
2. He must have the necessary resources to carry out the responsibilities. 
3. He must be willing to carry out the responsibilities.  Thus, the kinsman-redeemer 

would . . .  
a. Buy back lost property 
b. Buy back indentured slaves 
c. Perpetuate lost bloodlines 
d. Avenge murdered relatives 

 
A magnificent silhouette of the Master appears here, which prefigures his redemptive grace 
with centuries of anticipation. As our Redeemer, He is made flesh, comes in human form (John 
1:14; Phil. 2:5-8). By his willingness to identify himself with humanity (as Boaz did with his 
family), Christ has finished the work of redeeming us from our condition. Even more, Ruth's 
inability to change her situation typifies the absolute human defenselessness (Rom. 5:6), and 
Boaz's disposition to pay the complete price of Ruth's restoration (4:9) anticipates the payment 
that Christ offered for our salvation (1 Cor. 6:20; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
All of creation points the creature to His Creator.  All of revelation points the creature to his 
Creator.  Regardless as to where we might find ourselves in The Story, it will point us to Jesus 
Christ.   
 
The Problem: 
We have been inoculated by the truth to the truth.  We have been given enough truth to keep 
us from error, but we have now become impervious to the truth.  We are no longer moved by 
the grand sweeping Story of the Bible.   
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know Jesus as the full and final completion of 

God’s promises and pictures. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Him alone and only as our Savior from 

sin. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in His full person and 

finished work. 
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Outline: 
 

“The rabbis named six whose names were given before birth: ‘Isaac, Ishmael, Moses, 
Solomon, Josiah, and the name of the Messiah, whom may the Holy One, blessed be His 
name, bring in our day.’” (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Matthew 1:21). 

 
Our text in Matthew highlights two significant qualities of the woman’s seed.  First, He will be 
called Jesus.  Second, He will be called Emmanuel.  All of our previous 
shadows/promises/pictures are played out and completely fulfilled in this One.  Both of these 
names are significant in so far as they speak of the work and the one who will do it.  Let us 
consider the name Jesus as the fulfillment of the shadow and then the name Emmanuel.  
 

I. Jesus - He shall be called “Jesus/Savior” (v. 21) 
 
“The name identifies Mary’s Son as the one who brings Yahweh’s promised eschatological 
salvation.”  (Rogers and Rogers on Matthew 1:21). 
 

“The name Jesus is the same as Savior. It is derived from the verb signifying to save. In 
Hebrew it is the same as Joshua. In two places in the New Testament it is used where it means 
Joshua, the leader of the News into Canaan, and in our translation the name Joshua should 
have been retained, Ac 7:45; Heb 4:8. It was a very common name among the Jews.” 
([emphasis added] Albert Barnes’ New Testament Commentary on Matthew 1:21). 
 

A. His name presupposes something - From what are we saved? 
 
Sin - the design of God’s incarnation was to save His people from their sins. 
 
“The substantive (hamartia) is from the verb (hamartanein) and means missing the mark as 
with an arrow. How often the best of us fall short and fail to score. Jesus will save us away 
from (apo) as well as out of (ex) our sins. They will be cast into oblivion and he will cover them 
up out of sight.” (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Matthew 1:21). 
 
“This shall be his great business in the world: the great errand on which he is come, viz. to 
make an atonement for, and to destroy, sin: deliverance from all the power, guilt, and 
pollution of sin, is the privilege of every believer in Christ Jesus.  Less than this is not spoken 
of in the Gospel; and less than this would be unbecoming the Gospel.  The perfection of the 
Gospel system is not that it makes allowances for sin, but that it makes an atonement for it: 
not that it tolerates sin, but that it destroys it.” ([emphasis his] Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 
Matthew 1:21) 
 

“This is the great business of Jesus in coming and dying. It is not to save men IN their sins, but 
FROM their sins.” ([emphasis his] Albert Barnes’ New Testament Commentary on Matthew 1:21). 
 
“Jesus meets us in our sin, but His purpose is to save us from them[;] first from the penalty of 
sin, then from the power of sin, and finally from the presence of sin.” 
http://www.studylight.org/com/guz/view.cgi?book=mt&chapter=1&verse=1#Mt1_1 
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1. Sin’s Penalty – Our Justification (Rom. 6:22, 23) 

 
22 “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, 
resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:22, 23). 

 
In our justification the issue is one of culpability/guilt. 
 

2. Sin’s Power – Our Sanctification (Rom. 6:1, 2) 
 

1 “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it 
never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?” (Rom. 6:1, 2). 

 
In our sanctification the issue is one of dependency/addictions. 
 

3. Sin’s Presence – Our Glorification (Rom. 8:28-30; Rev. 21:1-4) 
 

28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He 
would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He 
also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, 
He also glorified” (Rom. 8:28-30). 

 
1 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or 
pain; the first things have passed away’” (Rev. 21:1-4). 

 
In our glorification the issue is one of anxiety/uncertainty. 
 

B. His name presupposes something – Who will be saved? 
 
His people are the object of His redemptive work.  Yet it is not only the house of Israel, but 
also those who are outside of commonwealth of Israel.  Remember, the ethnicity of those 
included in His genealogy.  Revelation 5:9 assures us the idea of “His people” is inclusive and 
not exclusive. 

 
“And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to break its 
seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation’” (Rev. 5:9). 
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“This wonderful word touches the very heart of the mission and message of the Messiah. Jesus 
himself will show that the kingdom of heaven includes all those and only those who have the 
reign of God in their hearts and lives.”  (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Matthew 1:21) 
 
“The Lord of glory is born the Son of man, and is named by God’s command, and by man’s 
mouth, JESUS the Savior. He is what he is called. HE saves us from the punishment and the 
guilt of sin, and then from the ill effect and evil power of sin. This he does for “his people”, 
even for all who believe in him. It is his nature to do this, as we see in the fact that his very 
name is JESUS — Savior. We still call him by that name, for he still saves us.” (Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon on Matthew 1:21). 
 

II. Emmanuel (v. 23) 
 
“There is an article added in the Hebrew and Greek text, to point out the woman and set her 
forth plainly: as we would say, the virgin, or a certain virgin.”  (1599 Geneva Bible on Matthew 
1:23) 
 

A. God with us 
 

“In what sense, then, is Christ GOD WITH US?  Jesus is called Immanuel, or God with us, in 
his incarnation.-God united to our nature-God with man-God in man.-God with us, by his 
continual protection.-God with us, by the influences of his Holy Spirit-in the holy sacrament-in 
the preaching of his word-in private prayer.  And God with us, through every action of our 
life, that we begin, continue, and end in his name.  He is God with us, to comfort, enlighten, 
protect, and defend us in every time of temptation and trial, in the hour of death, in the day of 
judgment; and God with us, and in us, and we with and in him, to all eternity.” (Adam Clarke’s 
Commentary on Matthew 1:23) 
 

“This is Matthew's explanation of the meaning of Immanuel, a descriptive appellation of Jesus 
Christ and more than a mere motto designation. God's help, Jesus=the Help of God, is thus 
seen.” (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Matthew 1:23) 
 

1. He dwells among us (John 1:14) 
 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of 
the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 
 
4 “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we 
might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4, 5). 
 
6 “who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 
being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
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humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” 
(Phil. 2:6, 7). 
 
“By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the 
flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, 
Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory” (1 Tim. 3:16). 
 
14 “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also 
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death 
were subject to slavery all their lives” (Heb. 2:14, 15). 
 
1 “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of 

Life-- 2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us” (1 John 1:1, 2). 

 
2. He will never forsake us (Matt. 28:20) 

 
“teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 
 
16 “At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted 
against them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me 
the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and 
I was rescued out of the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, 
and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen” (2 Tim. 4:16-18). 
 

B. God for us (Rom. 8:31; Psalm 118:6) 
 

“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?” (Rom. 8:31). 
 
“The LORD is for me; I will not fear; What can man do to me?” (Ps. 118:6). 

 
1. He is our intercessor ([mediates/comforts] Heb. 4:14-16 

 
14 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest 
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all 
things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” 
(Heb. 4:14-16). 

 
 
 



 

 

7 

2. He is our defender ([advocate] 1 John 2:1, 2) 
 

1 “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He 
Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the 
whole world” (1 John 2:1, 2). 

 
What He is for us is in direct proportion to the infinite nature of His person and work.  The 
benefits to us are immeasurable, but pale in comparison to His actual person.  Jesus Christ is 
enough in this life and in the life to come. 
 
Charles Spurgeon correctly notes, “Many persons, if they are asked what they understand by 
salvation, will reply, "Being saved from hell and taken to heaven." This is one result of 
salvation, but it is not one tithe of what is contained in that boon [gain, windfall, advantage].” 
http://www.studylight.org/devos/spg/index.cgi?FirstSelectMonth=02&FirstSelectDay=08&half=pm 

 
Friend, we have a kinsman-redeemer who from the abundance of His resources pays our debt 
in full and restores to us life from death. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. You need a Savior for you are a sinner 
2. Jesus is the Savior of sinners 
3. You need Jesus 

a. He is the object believed (Rom. 10:9, 10). 
 

9 “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, 
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation” 
(Rom. 10:9, 10). 

 
b. He is the gift received (John 1:10-13). 

 
10 “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 
know Him. 11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:10-13). 

 
4. Will you believe Him today?  Will you receive Him today? 
 
 


